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The Nelson Building, until recently occupied 

by Connor's Pharmacy, is located on the northeast 

corner of North Commerce Street and Railroad 

Avenue in Centreville. 

The first story of this 2 1/2 story brick 

Victorian building is used for commercial purposes, 

while the upper two stories are divided into 

apartments. For many years the first story was 

occupied by Connor's Pharmacy. Following the recent 

liquidation of that business, the space was taken 

over by an antique/used furniture business. 

The store front of the front facade, facing 

Commerce Street, has been completely renovated in 

the mid-20th century, leaving only the original 

bracketed cornice between the first and second 

story. A door in the north bay of the first story, 

to the left of the store front, leads up to the 

second story. Three 1/1 windows are ranged across 

the second story; the asbestos shingle siding is 

presumably applied over the original brick facade. 

A second bracketed cornice is carried across the 

second story eave below a mansard roof with three 

pitched-roof 1/1 dormers. Certainly the most 
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Constructed in the late 19th or very early 

20th century, the brick building known as 102 North 

Commerce Street combines commercial space on the 

first floor with apartments on the second and third 

stories. The first floor was occupied for many 

years by Connor's Pharmacy and before that by the 

Sunset Pharmacy. It is primarily significant as 

an example Victorian commercial architecture and 

as an important commercial site in Centreville. 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

distinguishing feature of this building is a projecting 

semi-octagonal bay on the southwest corner of the 

second story. Single 1/1 windows are centered on each 

of the three principal facets of this projecting bay. 

The first floor cornice turns the corner and is carried 

around the base of the bay. 

On the south facade, facing Railroad Avenue, 

there are three small three-light windows placed high 

up on the first story, three large 1/1 windows on the 

second story, and three 2/2 pitched roof dormers on the 

third story. A single door in east end of the first 

story opens into the rear stairhall. The brickwork on 

this facade remains exposed. It is laid in seven-course 

bond, painted red. The bracketed second story cornice 

and mansard roof are carried across this facade. 

The north facade and most of the rear or east wall 

are covered by adjacent buildings. The exposed portion 

of the rear wall is painted white, and a door at the 

south end of the second story opens onto a porch on the 

adjoining building. 

The first floor interior has been altered over the 

years, but an original Victorian stair survives in the 

rear hall, although no longer in use. 
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